
Three
And A Third



The Jews said to Jesus, “Show us a 
miracle for a sign. Prove that you have 

the right to do these things.”Jesus 
answered, “Destroy this temple, and I 

will build it again in three days.”
John 2:18 — 19

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Christian interpretation of this is a foreshadowing of the crucifixion and resurrection —The question that needs to be answered though is this what he was really speaking about?
This was probably the day after he turned the water into wine and right after he made the whip out of cords and drove out the money changers so it’s kind early in his ministry 
The people he was speaking to would have been the pharisees along with some Sadducees who would have known the significance of three days or as often referred to to in the Hebrew Bible the third day 



What is the significance of three days 
or the third day?



Then God said, “Let the water under the sky 
be gathered together so the dry land will 

appear.” And it happened. God named the 
dry land “earth.” He named the water that was 
gathered together “seas.” God saw that this 

was good.
Genesis 1:9 — 10



Then God said, “Let the earth produce plants. Some 
plants will make grain for seeds. Others will make fruit 

with seeds in it. Every seed will produce more of its own 
kind of plant.” And it happened. The earth produced 

plants. Some plants had grain for seeds. The trees 
made fruit with seeds in it. Each seed grew its own kind 

of plant. God saw that all this was good. Evening 
passed, and morning came. This was the third day.

Genesis 1:11 — 13

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So on the third day of creation the dry land was separated from the water and then the plants were created 
This was an important event because the dry land is what we live on but that really doesn’t answer the question completely 



The number three is referred to as the 
number of harmony. For the first two 
days of creation There was no real 

harmony which would allow any kind of 
life as we know it to begin on the earth.

Three also symbolizes continuance, it 
may not be directly connected to the 

first but it is a continuation from the first. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Think of a chain — the first and second link are connected but the third although it is connected to the second is not directly connected to the first 
Some Christian teachers will argue that three is a number of completion but that argument fails the test of logic — Thee can’t be complete unless you only have three things you are referring to
But let’s look at some references in the Bible to get some perspective 



On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the 
place in the distance.

Genesis 22:4

And the Lord caused a very big fish to swallow 
Jonah. Jonah was in the stomach of the fish three 

days and three nights.
Jonah 1:17



And Moses stretched forth his hand toward 
heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the 

land of Egypt three days
Exodus 10:22

After two days will he revive us: in the third day 
he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.

Hosea 6:2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And now for the really big one — This is important o note — if a day is AS a thousand years then it would follow that the 2 days or the 2000 years since the resurrection we are currently in but at some point in the third day — what is going to happen — the return and we will be raised 



And be ready against the third day: for the 
third day the Lord will come down in the sight 

of all the people upon mount Sinai.
Exodus 19:11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The giving of the 10 commandment on the third day — But we’re not done yet — What happens at some point in the third day — 



The Temple was finished on the third 
day of the month Adar. It was the sixth 

year that Darius was king.
Ezra 6:15

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the second temple of course — 
The first temple was finished on the eighth day of Tishri — and by the way there is no mention of a Yom Kippur sacrifice that year — the legend is the people were so happy to have the temple back that Yom Kippur was not observed because the temple would have only been rebuilt for 2 days — 
but they did observe Sukkot and then celebrated another 7 days after that  and Solomon finally had to send everyone home 
But everyone Yeshua was addressing when he said destroy this temple and I will rebuild it knew the second temple was finished on the third day of the seventh month 
I don’t get into eschatology but an argument could me made that the return or the second coming might just occur in the third year of the seventh millennium based on this verse



Jesus answered, “Destroy this 
temple, and I will build it again in 

three days.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So this raises another question How does this fit with the next few verses??



God raised Jesus from death. God set him free 
from the pain of death. Death could not hold him.   

Acts 2:24

And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, He who raised Christ Jesus 

from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through His Spirit, who lives in you.    Romans 8:11



By His power God raised the Lord from the 
dead, and He will raise us also.

1 Corinthians 6:14

knowing that the One who raised the Lord 
Jesus will also raise us with Jesus and present 

us with you in His presence.
2 Corinthians 4:14

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Peter and Paul agree that Yeshua did not raise himself from the dead 
How then would it be possible for Yeshua to say destroy this temple and I will rebuild it in 3 days if he was speaking about his own body?



In the last days the mountain on which the Lord’s 
Temple stands will become the most important of 

all mountains. It will be raised above the hills. 
People from other nations will come streaming to 
it. Many nations will come and say, “Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord. Let us go to 

the Temple of the God of Jacob!
Micah 4:1 — 2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Is it possible the third temple will be built by Yeshua Himself when he returns as the reigning Messiah? 
Or is Micah referring to the New Jerusalem? If that is what he is referring to Yeshua may have been using the idea that a day is as a thousand years — 
It’s been just about 2000 so far and that does make this a possibility — except for this next verse 



But I saw no temple in the city, because the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 

temple.
Revelation 21:22

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here we see another possibility — The physical temple during the millennial reign could be built by Yeshua or he could be referring to reigning in the New Jerusalem — both fit what is recorded in John 2 
But neither fit the current Christian concept that Yeshua would raise himself fro the dead — 



The words “three days” are used 60 times in 
the Bible, 41 times in the Old Testament and 

19 times in the New Testament.

The words “third day” are used 48 times, 32 
times in theO ld Testament and 16 times in 

the New Testament.



According to Rabbi Dr. Hillel ben David 
(Greg Killian) once something is done three 

times it is considered a permanent thing. This 
is called a “chazakah. Once we have done 

something three times, we have connected to 
it and connected it to this world.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chazakah: (a) An act of property acquisition. (b) The halachic status of permanence that is established when an event repeats itself three times. (c) An entity’s assumptive state based on its nature or personal track record



When Yeshua said he would rebuild the 
temple in three days the Pharisees knew 

exactly what he was saying. 

He would be the one who will bring 
everything the prophets wrote into 

fruition. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once Yehovah has poured out His wrath on earth and hands it over to the reigning Messiah — it would be him who finally completes all of the work of the prophets — 
Everything Yehovah has spoken will happen 
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