
The Third Option



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the movie the Matrix, Morpheus played by Laurence Fishburne offers Neo who is played by Keanu Reeves a choice between 2 pills Now it seems as though Neo only has 2 options to take one or the other
Morpheus had said take the blue pill and wake up as if nothing had happened take the red pill and learn the truth  — after Neo takes the red pill Morpheus tells him it contained a tracker so they would know where he was every minute 
So here is something to think about — 
So who’s truth was morpheus offering to Neo? — the truth according to Morpheus — 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Lady or the Tiger seems kind of straight forward there are 2 doors and in the end the man must decide which to open it seems as if he only had 2 choices as well doesn’t it?
What if I suggest there is a third option — —
Let’s go back to the Matrix for a moment 
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You take the blue pill, the story 
ends, you wake up in your bed and 

believe whatever you want to 
believe. You take the red pill, you 
stay in Wonderland, and I show 

you how deep the rabbit hole 
goes… Remember, all I’m offering is 

the truth, nothing more…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When Neo takes the red pill, it shows that he is trusting Morpheus — Neo is ready to accept the truth as Morpheus would show it to him though — the question is doe Morpheus know the truth?
Later Morpheus would tell Neo that he would need to do exactly what Morpheus tells him to do — 
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Did Neo have a third option?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Neo could have chosen not to take either pill — he had gotten as far as he had on his own but that wasn’t in the script was it?
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We are not told which door 
the man chose so we don’t 

know if it was the lady 
or the tiger. 

Did he have a third option?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, the backstory is the king decreed that everyone was to seal their own fate by choosing one of the 2 doors but he never said how soon they much choose….
The third option was time and patience
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We don’t always see the third option

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We get so focused on what is in front of us that we don’t always see the third option
but what does this have to do with us?  I’m glad you asked — 
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Evangelism
The spreading of the 
Christian gospel by 
public preaching or 

personal witness

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is no evangelism committee in judaism  — but for Christians they have what they call the great commission — 
How often have we seen or maybe even acted like Morpheus?
I want to show you MY truth

How often has our Creator been misrepresented by well meaning people who are ignorant of His truth so we offer our own. — Believe the way I believe or go to hell
Believe it or not the people who don’t take the red pill or the blue pill the ones who examine each door maybe by putting their ear to it or carefully waiting they are willing to choose the third option
Many of us have chosen the third option haven’t we? We dig through the language the culture and the history we don’t accept someone else’s truth we don’t even accept our own truth we search for God’s truth..
Are there examples of this in the Bible?
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The devil came to Jesus 
to tempt him. The devil 

said, “If you are the Son 
of God, tell these rocks 

to become bread.”
Matthew 4:3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yeshua was hungry and it seems as though he has only 2 choices here to stay hungry or to turn the rocks into bread but he chooses the third option 
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Jesus answered, “It is 
written in the Scriptures, 
‘A person does not live 

only by eating bread. But 
a person lives by 

everything the Lord says.
Matthew 4:4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You see the question wasn’t if you’re hungry turn the rocks into bread — the accusation was if you are the son of God —- show me — prove it — but instead he refers to what was already written Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God
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The devil said, “If you are the 
Son of God, jump off. It is 

written in the Scriptures, ‘He 
has put his angels in charge of 
you They will catch you with 

their hands. And you will not hit 
your foot on a rock.’”

Matthew 4:6

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So the enemy must be a quick learner and tries this tactic using what is written
So either jump and prove it or you must not be the son of God — 
 the answer Jesus answered him, “It also says in the Scriptures, ‘Do not test the Lord your God.’”
The third option here is to do nothing more than to respond to the ignorant use of scripture with the proper use of scripture 
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The devil said, “If you 
will bow down and 

worship me, I will give 
you all these things.”

Matthew 4:9

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So the choice seems  to be either bow down and receive everything he was shown or to do without but the third option is what?
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Jesus said to the devil, 
“Go away from me, 

Satan! It is written in the 
Scriptures, ‘You must 
worship the Lord your 
God. Serve only him!’”

Matthew 4:10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The third option is to remove the evil that is causing the trouble 
So here is where I like to get a little philosophical — 
next slide



The third option should often
 be our first option

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When given a choice between what seems to be 2 things that we really don’t want we should always do what was written and choose God’s way instead of man’s way 



The only time you have no third option 
is on 

Judgement Day
And I saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne. And the 
book of life was opened. There were 
also other books opened. The dead 
were judged by what they had done, 

which was written in the books.
Revelation 20:12

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The judge will be there — you will be there and the evidence will be there when the books are opened 
If we choose what should be our first option and do what is written and live the way we are designed to live and follow the Creator’s instruction and not the traditions of man we know what will be written in those books 
You might try to argue with the judge but the evidence is what He will judge you with
You can’t out wait God — and He doesn’t change His judgement is final
On judgement day there is no third option — 
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