


Our Thoughts:
Ezekiel 38
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As I’ve done for our other “Our Thoughts” teachings I’ll describe the format for tonight for someone new to our teachings.



Unlike previous teachings, led by 
one person, this teaching is based 

on the input of all the 
Fellowship attendees. 

Using one Biblical chapter, the 
Fellowship will dissect and analyze 

the chapter, hopefully providing 
new insights to all that are present. 



Due to the immediate nature 
of tonight’s teaching, to 

receive the greatest 
understanding of this 

teaching, please view the 
Zoom video for tonight.
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The PDF alone of tonight’s teaching will have little instructional effect without actually viewing the Zoom video.



Each verse will be 
analyzed while being 
displayed in both the 

King James Version (KJV) 
and the Jewish Study 
Bible Version (JSB).



However, each 
Fellowship member is 
free to use their own 

version of the Bible in 
making their analysis.



Ezekiel 38  
Part 2
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Before we start, a quick review of the times Ezekiel lived in and what he was writing about in Chapter 38.



Ezekiel is surely 
the strangest of 
all the prophets.



He was a Jerusalem priest, 
part of the group of an exiled 

elite that was deported to 
Babylonia with King 

Jehoiachin in 597 B.C.E., a 
decade before the 

destruction of Jerusalem. 



The acts that Ezekiel reports God has 
ordered him to carry out are not 
normal ones: he eats a scroll, he 

constructs a model of Jerusalem with 
a brick and an iron pan, he lies on one 
side for three hundred ninety days and 

then forty days on his other side 
without the capacity to turn over, 

during which Yahovah has him eat 
bread made with dung.



Ezekiel 38
Part 2



14 Therefore, son of man, prophesy and 
say unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord God; 

In that day when my people of Israel 
dwelleth safely, shalt thou not know it?
14 Therefore, prophesy, O mortal (ben-
adam), and say to Gog: Thus said the 

Lord GOD: Surely, on that day, when My 
people Israel are dwelling secure, 

you will take note
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14. shall you not know? As what follows makes clear, you will come to know the power of the God of Israel.




15 And thou shalt come from thy place 
out of the north parts, thou, and many 

people with thee, all of them riding 
upon horses, a great company, 

and a mighty army:
15 and come from your place in the 

remotest parts of the north, you and 
many peoples with you, all of them 
mounted on horses, a great horde, 

a mighty army.



16 And thou shalt come up against my people of 
Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in 
the latter days, and I will bring thee against my 

land, that the heathen may know me, when I 
shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, 

before their eyes.
16 You will advance upon My people Israel like a 
cloud covering the earth. This shall happen in 
the distant future (b’acharit ha-yamim); I will 
bring you to My land so that the nations may 

know Me, when I manifest My holiness through 
you, O Gog, before their eyes.
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16. as I am hallowed through you, O Gog. It is Gog’s defeat, despite the overwhelming might of all his forces, that is to hallow God by making manifest God’s power.




17 Thus saith the Lord God; Art thou he of whom 
I have spoken in old time by my servants the 
prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those 

days many years that I would bring thee 
against them?

17 Thus said the Lord GOD: Why, you are the 
one of whom I spoke in earlier times through 

My servants, the prophets of Israel, who 
prophesied in those days for many years that I 

would bring you against them!
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17. Are you the one of whom I spoke. No actual mention of Gog appears in any of the earlier prophets, but he is represented here as the realization of the sundry vague prophecies of a dire enemy descending on Israel from the distant north.




18 And it shall come to pass at the 
same time when Gog shall come 

against the land of Israel, saith the 
Lord God, that my fury shall come up 

in my face.
18 On that day, when Gog sets foot on 
the soil of Israel—declares the Lord 

GOD—My raging anger shall flare up.
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18. My wrath shall mount in My nostrils. The second term here, ʾaf, is a synonym for “wrath” because smoke or fire is imagined to be exhaled from the nostrils of the infuriated deity. Here, the idiom is returned to its physical base, and God is imagined breathing fire (fire is mentioned at the beginning of the next verse).




19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of 
my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that 
day there shall be a great shaking in 

the land of Israel;
19 For in My jealousy, in My blazing 

wrath, I have spoken: Surely on that 
day a great earthquake shall befall 

the land of Israel.



20 So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the 
heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping 

things that creep upon the earth, and all the men that 
are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my 

presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, 
and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall 

fall to the ground.
20 The fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the beasts 
of the field, every creeping thing that moves on the 
ground, and all the human beings on the face of the 

earth shall quake at My presence; the mountains shall 
be overthrown, cliffs shall topple, and every wall shall 

crumble to the ground.
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20. the fish in the sea and the fowl in the heavens . . . the beasts of the field and every crawling thing. These terms all recall the Creation story in Genesis 1. It is as though the earthquake that will shake the whole land of Israel will be so cataclysmic that the work of creation itself will be undone. Such language strongly encouraged the apocalyptic reading of this prophecy, linking Gog with the cosmic upheavals of the end of days.




21 And I will call for a sword against 
him throughout all my mountains, 
saith the Lord God: every man's 

sword shall be against his brother.
21 I will summon the sword against 
him throughout My mountains—

declares the Lord GOD—and every 
man’s sword shall be turned against 

his brother.
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21. And I will call forth the sword against him. It had seemed as though the cataclysm was directed against Israel, but now it emerges that Gog and his vast army will be panicked and destroyed.




22 And I will plead against him with pestilence 
and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and 

upon his bands, and upon the many people that 
are with him, an overflowing rain, and great 

hailstones, fire, and brimstone.
22 I will punish him with pestilence and with 
bloodshed; I will pour down torrential rain, 

hailstones, and sulfurous fire upon him and his 
cohorts and the many peoples with him.
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22. sulfurous fire. The literal sense is “fire and sulfur,” but this is most likely a hendiadys. In any case, Gog’s army is devastated both by fierce natural forces and by violent internal divisions. (Compare verse 21, “Each man’s sword shall be against his brother.”)




23 Thus will I magnify myself, and 
sanctify myself; and I will be known in 

the eyes of many nations, and they shall 
know that I am the Lord.

23 Thus will I manifest My greatness and 
My holiness, and make Myself known in 
the sight of many nations; and they shall 

know that I am the LORD.
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23. I will be magnified and hallowed. The two Hebrew words here, wehitgadalti wehitqadshti, expressing God’s glorification through the sweeping defeat of Gog’s army, are picked up as the first two words of the Kaddish, which is a prayer for the establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.




Hopefully analyzing 
Ezekiel 38 in this way 
has increased your 
understanding and 
appreciation of this 
chapter in the Bible. 
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Noah's Son Child/ Grandchild/ Great-Grandchild Modern Nation(s) Biblical Name

Japheth Gomer Turkey, Ukraine, Russia Gomer
Japheth      Ashkenaz (grandchild) Germany, Eastern Europe Ashkenaz
Japheth      Riphath (grandchild) Asia Minor, Europe Riphath
Japheth      Togarmah (grandchild) Armenia, Turkey Togarmah
Japheth Magog Russia, Central Asia Magog
Japheth Madai Iran Madai
Japheth Javan Greece Javan
Japheth      Elishah (grandchild) Cyprus, Aegean Islands Elishah
Japheth      Tarshish (grandchild) Spain, Mediterranean Tarshish
Japheth      Kittim (grandchild) Cyprus, Italy Kittim
Japheth      Dodanim (grandchild) Rhodes, Aegean Islands Dodanim
Japheth Tubal Turkey, Russia Tubal
Japheth Meshech Turkey, Georgia Meshech
Japheth Tiras Balkans, Italy Tiras



Noah's Son Child/ Grandchild/ Great-Grandchild Modern Nation(s) Biblical Name

Ham Cush Sudan, Ethiopia Cush
Ham      Seba (grandchild) Yemen, East Africa Seba
Ham      Havilah (grandchild) Arabia, East Africa Havilah
Ham      Sabtah (grandchild) South Arabia Sabtah
Ham      Raamah (grandchild) Yemen, South Arabia Raamah
Ham           Sheba (great-grandchild) Yemen, Ethiopia Sheba
Ham           Dedan (great-grandchild) Saudi Arabia Dedan
Ham      Sabteca (grandchild) East Africa, South Arabia Sabteca
Ham      Nimrod (grandchild) Iraq Babel/Asshur
Ham Mizraim Egypt Mizraim
Ham      Ludim (grandchild) North Africa Ludim
Ham      Anamim (grandchild) Egypt, North Africa Anamim
Ham      Lehabim (grandchild) Libya, North Africa Lehabim
Ham      Naphtuhim (grandchild) Egypt, Nile Delta Naphtuhim
Ham      Pathrusim (grandchild) Upper Egypt Pathrusim
Ham      Casluhim (grandchild) Crete, Philistia Casluhim
Ham           Caphtorim (great-grandchild) Crete, Aegean Islands Caphtorim
Ham Put Libya, North Africa Put
Ham Canaan Israel, Lebanon, Palestine Canaan
Ham      Sidon (grandchild) Lebanon Sidon
Ham      Heth (grandchild) Turkey (Hittites) Heth
Ham      Jebusite (grandchild) Israel (Jerusalem) Jebusite
Ham      Amorite (grandchild) Syria, Israel Amorite
Ham      Girgashite (grandchild) Canaan (unknown exact) Girgashite
Ham      Hivite (grandchild) Lebanon, Israel Hivite
Ham      Arkite (grandchild) Lebanon Arkite



Noah's Son Child/ Grandchild/ Great-Grandchild Modern Nation(s) Biblical Name
Ham      Sinite (grandchild) Lebanon, Syria Sinite
Ham      Arvadite (grandchild) Syria, Lebanon Arvadite
Ham      Zemarite (grandchild) Lebanon Zemarite
Ham      Hamathite (grandchild) Syria Hamathite



Noah's Son Child/ Grandchild/ Great-Grandchild Modern Nation(s) Biblical Name

Shem Elam Iran Elam
Shem Asshur Iraq Asshur
Shem Arphaxad Israel, Iraq Arphaxad
Shem      Shelah (grandchild) Mesopotamia Shelah
Shem           Eber (great-grandchild) Mesopotamia, Israel Eber
Shem           Peleg (great-grandchild) Mesopotamia Peleg
Shem           Joktan (great-grandchild) South Arabia Joktan
Shem           Almodad (great-grandchild) Yemen Almodad
Shem           Sheleph (great-grandchild) Yemen Sheleph
Shem           Hazarmaveth (great-grandchild) Yemen Hazarmaveth
Shem           Jerah (great-grandchild) Yemen Jerah
Shem           Hadoram (great-grandchild) South Arabia Hadoram
Shem           Uzal (great-grandchild) Yemen Uzal
Shem           Diklah (great-grandchild) Arabia Diklah
Shem           Obal (great-grandchild) Arabia Obal
Shem           Abimael (great-grandchild) Yemen Abimael
Shem           Sheba (great-grandchild) Yemen, Ethiopia Sheba
Shem           Ophir (great-grandchild) East Africa, India Ophir
Shem           Havilah (great-grandchild) Arabia, East Africa Havilah
Shem           Jobab (great-grandchild) Arabia Jobab
Shem Lud Turkey Lud
Shem Aram Syria Aram
Shem      Uz (grandchild) Syria, Arabia Uz
Shem      Hul (grandchild) Armenia, Syria Hul
Shem      Gether (grandchild) Syria Gether
Shem      Mash (grandchild) Mesopotamia, Syria Mash
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