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Our Thoughts
Ezekiel 38

Part 1


Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:

As I’ve done for our other “Our Thoughts” teachings I’ll describe the format for tonight for someone new to our teachings.


Unlike previous teachings, led by
one person, this teaching Is based
on the input of all the
Fellowship attendees.

Using one Biblical chapter, the
Fellowship will dissect and analyze
the chapter, hopefully providing
new Insights to all that are present.



Due to the immediate nature
of tonight’s teaching, to
receive the greatest
understanding of this
teaching, please view the
Zoom video for tonight.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:

The PDF alone of tonight’s teaching will have little instructional effect without actually viewing the Zoom video.


Each verse will be
analyzed while being
displayed in both the

King James Version (KJV)
and the Jewish Study
Bible Version (JSB).



However, each
Fellowship member is
free to use their own
version of the Bible In
making their analysis.



Ezekiel 38


Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:  

Before we start, a quick review of the times Ezekiel lived in and what he was writing about in Chapter 38.


Ezeklel Is surely
the strangest of
all the prophets.



He was a Jerusalem priest,
part of the group of an exiled
elite that was deported to
Babylonia with King
Jeholachin in 597 B.C.E., a
decade before the
destruction of Jerusalem.



His entire activity as a
prophet took place In
Babylonia, with many of the
prophecies introduced by a
careful notation of day,
month, and year.



Ezekiel often exhibits
distinctively priestly
concerns—with purity and
iImpurity, with the Temple
and Its architectural
configurations, and with the
regimen of sacrifices.



Much of-his prophesying iIs
conducted In a condition that
looks like (as the Hebrew Bible
translation calls It) “ God-
Intoxicated derangement”. His
power as a prophet stems from
the hallucinatory vividness and
utter originality of his visions.



There are quite a few arresting
visions In Ezekiel’'s book, one
of the most memorable of
them being the vision of exiled
Israel’s national restoration In
the Valley of the Dry Bones

(Chapter 37).



The acts that Ezekiel reports God has
ordered him to carry out are not
normal ones: he eats a scroll, he

constructs a model of Jerusalem with

a brick and an iron pan, he lies on one

side for three hundred ninety days and
then forty days on his other side
without the capacity to turn over,

during which Yahovah has him eat
bread made with dung.



The Jewish Study Bible’s
commentary highlights that this
passage reflects a divine
demonstration of God’s power and
holiness, with Gog’s invasion
serving as a catalyst for God to
Intervene on behalf of Israel,
showing His sovereignty to
the nations.


Presenter
Presentation Notes




The text does not
necessarily describe a
historical event but rather a
theological vision of God'’s
ultimate victory over chaotic
forces opposing His people.



Ezekiel 38



L’Andthe word of
the Lord came unto
me, saying,

1 The word of the
LORD came to me:



2Son’of man,set thy face against

Gog, the land of Magog, the chief

prince of Meshech and Tubal, and
prophesy against him,

20 mortal (ben-adam), set your face
toward Gog, of the land of Magodg,
the chief prince of Meshech and
Tubal (n’si rosh Meshech v’Tubal),

and prophesy against him


Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:

2. Gog in the land of Magog. The Hebrew syntax could also be construed as “Gog of the land of Magog.” Both names, which look quite foreign in the Hebrew, are mystifying and as such have encouraged the mythological readings of this prophecy prevalent in both Christian and Jewish tradition. Gog is sometimes linked by scholars with a King Gugu of Lydia in Asia Minor. Ezekiel does not appear to be referring to a historical figure—in contrast, for example, to Second Isaiah’s references to Cyrus—and may have embraced the name for its sheer strangeness. What is important is that Gog comes from the far north, the direction from which destruction traditionally descends upon Israel, as is repeatedly evident in Jeremiah.
supreme prince. The literal sense is “prince of the chief,” but when two synonyms are joined in a construct form, the effect is to indicate a superlative.
Meshech and Tubal. This kingdom, mentioned previously by Ezekiel, is in Asia Minor.



SAndisay, Thus saith the Lord God;
Behold, | am against thee, O Gog,

the chief prince of Meshech and
Tubal:

3and say: Thus said the Lord GOD:
| am against you, O Gog, chief
prince of Meshech and Tubal (n’si
rosh Meshech v'Tubal).


Presenter
Presentation Notes




“And Fwillturnthee back, and put hooks into
thy jaws, and | will bring thee forth,and all
thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them
clothed with all sorts of armour, even a great
company with bucklers and shields, all of
them handling swords:

41 will turn you around and put hooks in your
Jjaws, and | will lead you out with all your
army, horses, and riders, all of them clothed
In splendor, a vast horde, with bucklers and
shields, all of them wielding swords;


Presenter
Presentation Notes
START:

In the previous verse we read:  3. Here I am against you. Although Gog is sent by God on a mission of conquest, he is yanked along with hooks in his jaws and will come to a bad end.



>Persia; Ethiopia, and
Libya with them; all of them
with shield and helmet:

°> Persia, Cush, and Put with
them, all of them with
shields and helmets;


Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:

5. Persia, Nubia, and Put. This suggests a vast array of mercenaries assembled by Gog from Persia in the east down to Nubia and Put south of Egypt.
The nations listed (Persia, Cush, Put, Gomer, Beth-togarmah) are drawn from the Table of Nations in Genesis 10, representing distant peoples from various directions (e.g., Persia = modern Iran, Cush = Ethiopia or Nubia, Put = Libya or a North African region, Gomer = possibly Cimmerians in Asia Minor, Beth-togarmah = a region in eastern Anatolia or Armenia)




eGomer,.and-all‘his bands; the house
of Togarmah of the north quarters,
and all his bands: and many people
with thee.

>Gomer and all its cohorts;
Beth-togarmah from the remotest
parts of the north with all its
cohorts—many peoples are with you.



‘Be thou prepared, and prepare for

thyself, thou, and all thy company

that are assembled unto thee, and
be thou a guard unto them.

"Be ready, make ready, you and all
your hordes that are gathered
about you, and hold yourself in

reserve for them.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:

7. assembly. This general term is repeatedly used by Ezekiel in a military sense.



S After many days thousshalt be visited: in the latter years
thou shalt come intothe Tand that is brought back from
the sword, and Is gathered out of many people, against
the mountains of Israel, which have been always waste:
but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall

dwell safely all of them.

8 After many days you shall be summoned; in the distant
future (b’acharit ha-shanim) you shall march against a
land restored from the sword, gathered from many
peoples, against the mountains of Israel which had long
lain waste; a people brought out from the nations, now
dwelling secure, all of them.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:

8. a land brought back from the sword. The population of Judah, driven off by the sword, has now been brought back to its land.



SThau'shaltascend and come like a
storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to
cover the land, thou, and all thy
bands, and many people with thee.

? You shall advance, coming like a
storm; you shall be like a cloud
covering the earth, you and all your
cohorts, and the many peoples
with you.



W Thusisaithithe Lord God; It shall
also come to pass, that at the same
time shall things come into thy
mind, and thou shalt think an
evil thought:

10Thus said the Lord GOD: On that
day, thoughts will enter your mind
and you will devise a wicked plan.



+ And thou shalt say; | will go up to the land
of unwalled villages; | will go to them that
are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them
dwelling without walls, and having neither
bars nor gates,

1 You will say, “l will invade a land of open
villages; | will fall upon a tranquil people
living secure, all of them living in unwalled
villages, without bars or gates,”


Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:

11. a land of unfortified towns. The Judahites returned from exile are so confident of their safety that they leave their towns unfortified, with no walls and “neither bolt nor double doors.”



12To take a spoil,;and to take a prey; to turn

thine h
NOW IN

gatr

and upon the desolate placesthat are
habited, and upon the people that are
ered out of the nations, which have

gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the

midst of the land.

12to take spoil and seize plunder, to turn your
hand against the resettled ruins and against
a people gathered from the nations,
acquiring cattle and possessions, living at

the center of the earth.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:

11–12. I will come upon the tranquil folk . . . to put your hand against resettled ruins. The switch here from first person (Gog speaking) to second person (Gog addressed) is fairly common in biblical usage.
12. the heartland. The Hebrew phrase tabur haʾarets occurs only here and in Judges 9:37. The Septuagint understood the obscure tabur to mean “navel,” and in that sense it was ensconced in later Hebrew.



13 Sheba; and Dedan; and the merchants of
Tarshish, with all'the'young lions thereof, shall
say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil?
hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey?
to carry away silver and gold, to take away
cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?

13 Sheba and Dedan, and the merchants of
Tarshish and all its villages will say to you, “Is it
for taking spolil that you have come? Have you
assembled your hordes to seize plunder, to
carry off silver and gold, to take cattle and
possessions, to gather much booty?”


Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:
13. its leaders. The literal sense is “its lions,” leaving a margin of doubt about the meaning. The translation follows an interpretive tradition going back to Late Antiquity, which essentially takes this as a metaphor for “leaders.”




Hopefully analyzing

Ezekiel 38 In this way
has increased your
understanding and
appreciation of this
chapter in the Bible.
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