
Obedience is Not a Dirty Word

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Michelle said something a couple of weeks ago that is very true — someone hearing these teachings for the first time may very well be confused and overwhelmed These teaching are not a kindergarten level of learning
Paul told the Corinthians they were not ready for meat — Most messages you hear given today are little more than sugar — So when someone hears what we offer it’s kind of like getting a lifetime diet of health food in one meal — 
For some it might be like going to one of those aggressive retreats that you agree not to leave from no matter how tough it gets
And usually the reason you go to one of those paces is because you know you need it — you know you need to change your lifestyle but you don’t have the willpower to do it on your own
So tonight’s lesson is going to look at some things that’ll hopefully give someone that willpower to change — 



“But if it is unpleasing in your sight 
to serve the LORD, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will 

serve, whether the gods your fathers 
served beyond the Euphrates, or the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land 

you are living. As for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD!”

Joshua 24:14

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In todays world we could include a long list of gods that people choose to bow down to but the worst of all is oneself. 
As Joshua recounts the history of Israel to the elders, leaders, judges, and officers he reminds them of the words of Moses and it comes down to this — beginning in verse 14 — Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; cast aside the gods your fathers served beyond the Euphrates and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 
But if you refuse to bow down to יהוה then make the choice Of course the people answered that they would to forsake יהוה 
Joshua argued with the people who insisted they would be obedient — they even made a covenant there that day and Joshua put up a rock as a witness — 
The leaders were probably sincere in their desire to serve יהוה but the people wanted to serve Him their own way and that makes them exactly like the people of today doesn’t it — 
Next slide — 



Solomon followed Ashtoreth the 
goddess of the Sidonians and 

Milcoma the abomination of the 
Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in 

the sight of the LORD; unlike his 
father David, he did not follow 

the LORD completely.
1 Kings 11:5—6

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As wise as Solomon was, he allowed his lust to interfere with his relationship with יהוה 
He was the first king to bow down to other gods and the result was that Israel was torn apart under his son — 
We have the examples throughout the Bible of what happens when we are obedient and what happens when we are not — and yet people continue to make the choice to be disobedient — 
Solomon chose to follow his lust — he was involved with women he should have left alone — something that many men still do if they are honest enough to admit it
People today choose to be disobedient  and they try to make excuses for their disobedience — 
— next slide — 



An excuse is nothing more 
than a reason for FAILURE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Even when there is a very good reason — we miss work because we are sick that’s an acceptable reason we failed to go to work or school — 
Some reasons are beyond our control — I failed to be on time because there was an accident  and the police had the road closed — that is acceptable
some reasons are our own fault — I am late because I failed to pay attention to the time
That is not acceptable 
Were going to look at some other reasons that are not acceptable later… 
— Next slide — 



Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets. 
I have not come to abolish them, 
but to fulfill them. For I tell you 

truly, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not a single jot, not a stroke 
of a pen, will disappear from the 

Law until everything is 
accomplished

Matthew 5:17—18

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yeshua is recorded as saying that he didn’t come to change anything — instead he wants to make sure that everything  — not only in the books of Moses but in the prophets as well is completed before the new heaven and new earth are created — 
That is something that we often overlook — everything in the prophets must be completed before the new heaven and new earth are created
Something that Isaiah said would happen — I will make a new heaven and a new earth and the things of old will not be mentioned — 
Now I need to make sure we’re on track — this is still the same earth that Yeshua came to 2,000 years ago isn’t it???
We don’t have a new earth yet — 
now this does infer that something will change AFTER we inhabit the new earth — but that hasn’t happened yet
So the reasons people fail to be obedient are because of their choices — they choose to reject the sacred word of our Creator — 
—Next slide —



Reasons for Failure:

Jesus kept the law so I don’t need to

We can’t keep the law because there is no 
temple in Jerusalem

Those things were for those people at 
that time

But Paul said…
{the law was nailed to the cross}

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because Jesus kept the law so I don’t have to is kind of like telling the officer who stopped you for speeding that the man you passed was going the speed limit is I don’t need to — or because someone else stopped at the stop sign I don’t need to  — Most judges would increase the fine for that — 
There’s no temple in Jerusalem — Did Daniel have a temple in Jerusalem? what about Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariahbetter known as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego — 
There were a lot of things they were not physically able to do in Babylon — but they did as much as they were able to do — we don’t read about them saying — well, it’s the least I could do….
Daniel even had a message straight from the throne room — he was saved from the lions because of his obedience — 
Some things in the law were for those people — there is no temple so the regulations specific to the priests serving on the temple of course we can’t do — they were not intended for the general population anyway - -
My favorite — But Paul said…
— Next slide —



Blotting out the handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, and 

took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his cross;

Colossians 2:14

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Something I have heard repeated is Jesus nailed the law to the cross — That would have been impossible because he was nailed to it he didn’t nail anything to the cross — 
so the question should be what was nailed to the cross other than Yeshua?
 —Next slide — 



Pilate also had a notice posted on the cross. 
It read: 

JESUS OF NAZARETH,  THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
Many of the Jews read this sign, because the 
place where Jesus was  crucified was near the 
city, and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and 
Greek.  So the chief priests of the Jews said to 

Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but 
only that He said, ‘I am the King of the Jews.’”  

Pilate answered, “What I have written, 
I have written.” 
John 19:19—22 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So the handwritten ordinance was in Pilates hand and the accusation was against Yeshua not us —
Are you beginning to see a problem with the Colossians  verse — To make matters worse there are several variants to that verse among the known manuscripts — 
But instead of attempting to seek out the truth and use exacting forensics to figure out what Paul is trying to write to the Colossians — it was easier to push a personal agenda and guess that he was talking about the law of Moses and hope no one else would notice — kind of like Joseph Smith with he Egyptian hieroglyphs 
So now we have more of the lies that our fathers inherited that we need to sort through and to make matters even more complicated the people who are attempting to follow the example os Yeshua and Daniel and David and Joshua and be obedient are being persecuted by the very people who should be joining them and cheering them on — 
—Next slide —



Works won’t get you into heaven

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sound Familiar — How many times have you either heard this or something similar? 
The people who have been taught that when they die they immediately pop up in heaven haven’t read either the old or new testament — and they certainly haven’t read the part about entering the new jerusalem because it will be on the new earth — 
My advise is don’t waste your time arguing with people who are void of knowledge concerning the matters of which they speak — 
Or really confuse them and ask them what James meant
—Next slide —



For as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without 

works is dead also.
James 2:26

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And here is where obedience gets to be a dirty vulgar and vile word according to those who choose the world — 
— Next slide —



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Verse 26 is translated this way — Behold, just as the body is dead without the spirit, your faith is dead without actions. 
But that is a faith and works argument isn’t it — so let’s go to a place where we can learn about the importance of obedience — 



And I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another 

book was opened, which is the 
book of life: and the dead were 

judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, 
according to their works.

Revelation 20:12

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We oft hear about the book of life but what are these other books no one wants to refer to??? is there a record in the throne room of everything we do? well— kind of — 
—Next slide



The soul that sinneth, it shall die. 
The son shall not bear the iniquity 

of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son: 
the righteousness of the righteous 

shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked 

shall be upon him.
Ezekiel 18:20

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice it’s speaking about the soul not the body here and just because your ancestor did something they shouldn’t have doesn’t mean you are responsible for their action 
The good you do is the good you do and the evil you do is the evil you do
But there is some good news
—Next slide —



But if the wicked will turn from all his 
sins that he hath committed, and keep 

all my statutes, and do that which is 
lawful and right, he shall surely live, 

he shall not die.
All his transgressions that he hath 

committed, they shall not be mentioned 
unto him: in his righteousness that he 

hath done he shall live.
Ezekiel 18:21—22

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where would these things be mentioned?? in the books that are opened  in front of the throne in Revelation 20
 



When your books are opened —
What will you say ?

More importantly what will you hear?
What is your reason for failure? 

Only you can choose 

In the face of persecution your lions 
may be your friends and family

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you can honestly say I did the best I could with the information available to me at the time — I think you will hear — well done — welcome home —
But if all you can say is I did the least I could do — you will probably hear — who are you and why are you still here? 
Obedience isn’t a dirty word — arrogance is — 
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