
Before we dig into 
the lesson, I have 
some definitions 

we should be 
familiar with…



Pareidolia
noun

The tendency to 
perceive a specific, often 

meaningful image in a 
random or ambiguous 

visual pattern

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is like seeing an image of something in the clouds or seeing the image of Jesus on a potato chip
It is also used to describe how some people hear patterns of speech or music in random noise like hearing a message from Satan when a record is played backwards — 



Apophenia
noun

 The tendency to perceive 
a connection or meaningful 
pattern between unrelated 
or random things (such as 

objects or ideas)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is probably the most dangerous for the serious Bible student — we want to see connections between people or events that may or may not be connected — 
There are similarities between Joseph in Egypt and Yeshua but Joseph is not the perfect picture 
There are messianic concepts in the OT but not everything is — some things are examples of how to apply the Torah to our lives today or how to live in exile



Conformation Bias
People’s tendency to 

process information by 
looking for, or 
interpreting, 

information that is 
consistent with their 

existing beliefs.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What we often think of as looking through the filter of tradition or denominational doctrine
Reading Paul’s letters is another way of thinking about this — we’ve been told Paul said the law was nailed to the cross so that is how we interpret his writing and then get confused when he writes something where the law still applies
This bias also comes from our education — if all we are taught is evolution than we are naturally more apt to discredit creation when 99% of universities only teach evolution then 99% of their graduates will only believe evolution 



LUKE
Who He Is and Isn’t



Luke never met 
Yeshua/Jesus — he 

could be considered a 
second-generation 

follower of the way and 
we don’t know exactly 
when Paul and Luke 

first met.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Luke is specifically mentioned only three times by name in Paul’s letters 



Colossians 4:10 —14
My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends 

you greetings, as does Mark the cousin 
of Barnabas. You have already 

received instructions about him: If he 
comes to you, welcome him. Jesus, who 
is called Justus, also sends greetings. 
These are the only Jews among my 

fellow workers for the kingdom of God, 
and they have been a comfort to me. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, Mark the disciple — and of course this is a different person with the name Yeshua or Joshua in English today we often call someone Josh for short — Yohoshua in Hebrew was shortened to Yeshua 
Paul writes that these were the only Jews with him at the time — 



Epaphras, who is one of you and a 
servant of Christ Jesus, sends you 
greetings. He is always wrestling in 

prayer for you, so that you may stand 
mature and fully assured in the full will 
of God. For I testify about him that 
he goes to great pains for you and 

for those at Laodicea and 
Hierapolis. Luke, the beloved 

physician, and Demas send 
you greetings.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Obviously, Luke is not Jewish



Philemon 1:23 — 24
Epaphras, my fellow 

prisoner in Christ Jesus, 
sends you greetings, as do 

Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, 
and Luke, my fellow workers. 



2 Timothy 4:11
Only Luke is with 

me. Get Mark 
and bring him with 
you, because he 
is useful to me in 

the ministry.



Luke was Syrian 
most likely from 

Antioch 
Scholars believe 
this because of 

the way he writes 
about Antioch. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Luke was NOT a Hebrew he was a gentile convert — who joined Paul at some point 



There is no explicit narrative 
that places Luke in 

Jerusalem
Acts 21:15

After these days, we 
packed up and went on to 

Jerusalem.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is basically all the information we have concerning Luke going to Jerusalem — we don’t actually know for certain if he went all to Jerusalem the way or not
There is no way we can say with any certainty that Luke was ever in Jerusalem — 



Knowing who Luke is, 
why should we trust 

His writing? 
Are his writings inspired 

or sacred, or just a 
collection of 

hearsay events?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You might be wondering why I ask these questions…



Many have undertaken to compose an account 
of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 

just as they were handed down to us by the 
initial eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 

Therefore, having carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning, it seemed good 
also to me to write an orderly account for you, 

most excellent Theophilus, so that you may 
know the certainty of the things you 

have been taught.
Luke 1:1 —4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who was Luke able to speak with to get the eyewitness accounts? Paul and Mark are the only ones named — So Luke's investigation was limited — 
Are eye witnesses always reliable? No, that is one reason that eyewitnesses to a crime are always separated by law enforcement so they don’t corrupt each others stories — eyewitness recollection of events are often filled with exaggeration or important details are left out according to the findings of several studies including the National Research Council in a 2014 report — 
Everyone who see something will remember different details about what they witnessed 
let’s look at one example from Luke’s writing — 



Luke 1:26, In the sixth month, 
God sent the angel Gabriel to 

a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth

Luke 1:36, Look, even 
Elizabeth your relative has 

conceived a son in her old age, 
and she who was called barren 

is in her sixth month.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Which sixth month was it? the sixth Biblical month beginning in the spring or the sixth civil month beginning in the fall or was it the sixth month as Luke would have understood his calendar? How you consider this changes the time of Yeshua’s birth — 
The Julian calendar was established in 46 BC — Luke would have been familiar with this as he kept track of time — 
These are the things we need to remember as we study — 



Jesus went out as usual to the Mount 
of Olives, and the disciples followed 

Him. When He came to the place, He 
told them, “Pray that you will not enter 

into temptation.” And He withdrew 
about a stone’s throw beyond them, 
where He knelt down and prayed, 

“Father, if You are willing, take this cup 
from Me. Yet not My will, but Yours 

be done.”
Luke 22:39 — 42

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If Yeshua walked away from them how do the disciples know what he said? and in the next verse when he returned to them, they were asleep — did they dream what he said? Is that a reliable account? Yeshua didn’t have time to tell them what he prayed for…
He most likely gets this account from Mark who was there but again did he hear it or was he too far away or asleep



Acts 2:14 — 36 records 
Peter's discourse at the 

temple. 22 verses of Peter 
speaking and Luke never 
tells us who relayed that 

information to him 
although it was 
probably Mark. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prior to this the confusion about the disciples receiving the Holy Spirit  — most people believe they were in the upper room when there is no way everyone would have heard that and then everyone all at once moved to the temple courtyard — 
We often forget that what we are reading is second hand knowledge and no one was actually writing down what Peter said as he spoke — we get the remembered and retold highlights — 



While Luke’s account does primarily 
follow  the narrative of the other 

gospels it is often vague and lacks the 
detail found in the Torah and 

the prophets.
Luke's writing can not be sacred 

because it does not come directly from 
Yehovah and it is not inspired by his 

own admission. It is his account based 
on second hand knowledge. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A lot of people will hear this and think I’m attacking the gospel of Luke and Acts and that is not the intent — the intent is for people to read these books carefully  — ask questions — especially when reading a passage where we know Luke was not present at the event — 
However, because Luke is retelling what he was told in his own words — he may be the most important investigative reporter in history —



After He had said this, they watched as He 
was taken up, and a cloud hid Him from their 
sight. They were looking intently into the sky 

as He was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of 
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who 

has been taken from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way you have seen 

Him go into heaven.”
Acts 1:9 —11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is the first question that we should ask when reading this now that we know Luke wasn’t there?  — who told Luke about this event —
It is in Mark 16:19 — and Mark is one who is mentioned by Paul writing from one of his many prison stays… 
There are some who consider Luke’s gospel to be an expansion of Mark’s gospel 



Although little is actually 
known about Luke’s life, we 

do know that he was a 
faithful convert not to 

Judaism but to what Paul 
describes as the way, being 

an obedient servant of 
our Creator

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Luke probably was not familiar with the Torah before he met Paul — so for him to hear these accounts and choose to believe them is no different than for many people today
However — Luke heard this not from a Christian perspective but from the perspective of at least  Paul and Mark who were Hebrew 



The accounts of Lukes death 
have no historical record to 
support them. Tradition is 
that the was crucified on an 

olive tree but no writings have 
been found that verified for 

this account.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is also the question if Luke actually wrote his gospel however the style of writing and the use of the Greek language appear to support, he did write both his letter to Theophilus and Acts as the oldest manuscripts are similar in nature 
Why we know for sure is that Luke traveled with Paul and somewhat with Mark and helped establish the early church 
And he first coined the name Christian in Acts 11:26 as the disciples were first called Christian at Antioch
After I put tis together I ran across a video —
Recently researchers asked Grok if there are any contradictions in the Bible — Grok’s answer specified patterns found throughout the Bible that were not expected —
Many of these patterns remain exactly the same from Genesis to Revelation — something that should not be found even in a book written by only one person — however it also found portions of some passages in the NT that did not match the patterns of the rest of the same book that indicates the later additions of language into these pages
the answer to the question is something that we have been saying since Messianic Delaware began — in the original language there are no contradictions in the Bible
Luke’s writing although I don’t consider it to be inspired is no less important than what any of us may write today  because he attempts to write not from the viewpoint of I was there to see this but from the viewpoint of I heard this from some of the people who were there and I can see for myself how it must be true — 
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