


Disclaimer

When I present a teaching, I ensure ahead of time that 
each frame contains the exact information I wish to 

convey.  Possible questions have been anticipated and 
I’ve mapped out my talking points.  This teaching is a 

departure from that.  Most of what I want to present is on 
the back end of the teaching.  It is in an open and 

unstructured format.  If this teaching doesn’t work, I take 
full responsibility for its failure.  On the other hand, if 

those hearing the teaching gain from it, all glory, honor, 
and appreciation goes to Yahovah.  



Biblical Symbols



What is a symbol?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Start:First, let’s define what a symbol is.



What is a symbol?
A person, place, thing, or action 

that represents or stands for 
something else, especially a 
material object representing 

something abstract.



Symbols in the Bible have 
always fascinated readers. 

They add depth and meaning 
to the messages conveyed, 

leaving a lasting impact on our 
minds and hearts. 



Interpreting these symbols 
can provide a deeper 
understanding of the 

Scriptures and enhance our 
connection with 
Yahovah’s Word.



Tonight, we will delve into the 
world of biblical symbolism, 

exploring its purpose, 
understanding its various 

elements, and decoding its 
hidden meanings. 



Bible symbols add depth and 
meaning to the message 

conveyed.
Understanding symbolism 

requires looking to Yahovah for 
insight.



Symbols serve various purposes in 
the Bible, making messages more 

memorable and conveying concepts 
difficult to explain literally.

Symbols in biblical prophecy and 
parables convey spiritual truths and 

deeper understanding.



Symbols make the 
message more 

memorable and add 
depth to the 

overall meaning. 



Why does the Bible use 
symbols? 

Symbols convey spiritual 
truths in a way that 
transcends words, 

languages, historical periods, 
personalities, and time. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Think about it.Once something becomes a symbol, no matter when, or in what language, or who was involved, it remains the same symbol.



Many symbols noted in the Bible are 
still with us today in forms virtually 

unchanged from when they were first 
used. (We’ve grown up with them and 

over time the symbols have been 
engrained as traditions).  As a result, 
many of these symbols will be quite 

familiar to you. 



One verse in the Bible may have 
more that one symbolic meaning.  
One symbol may have more than 
one Biblical reference.  In no way 

are all the symbols in the Bible 
listed here, nor has the discovery of 
other symbols in the Bible ceased.



Numerous Biblical figures, 
including Yeshua, frequently 

used symbols to teach 
others, recognizing a 

symbol’s power to engage 
the mind and heart.



In my preparation for this 
teaching, after reviewing each 
of the symbols referenced in 
this teaching and codifying 

them, I’ve identified 14 different 
categories of symbols found 

in the Bible. 



Could others exist? 

Absolutely!



What categories 
can Biblical 
symbols be 

grouped into?



To give us a common 
starting point, here are the 
categories I’ve discovered 

and the number of 
symbols in each category. 



Actions 67
Animals 28
Biblical 49
Human Body 44
Clothes       13
Colors 13
Food 19

Metals 06
Numbers 19
Persons 38
Places 35
Plants 15
Nature 51
Things 88



498 Total Symbols
3 min/symbol

25.5 hours

Presenter
Presentation Notes
START:By my count there are 498 symbols referenced in this teaching.  If we spend 3 minutes per symbol, the teaching will end in 25.5 hours.



Get ready for a 
long teaching.



We are going to 
experiment a bit 

with symbols 
tonight. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Obviously we won’t be spending 25 ½ hours tonight on this teaching so let me show you how I’m shortening that time frame.



I’m abandoning an 
intellectual scholarly 

approach in this teaching 
for one that relies on a 

symbol’s actual 
applications. 



That being said, 
let the fun begin.



ACTIONS

What ACTIONS in the 
Bible have become 

symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Can anyone name ACTIONS that are symbols?Let me get you started.The ACTION I’m thinking of is “Breaking a Jar”.What does breaking a jar symbolize in the Bible?



Breaking a Jar
A symbol of the destruction of Jerusalem

Jeremiah 19:10-11

10 Then shalt thou break the bottle in the sight 
of the men that go with thee, 11 And shalt say 
unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Even 
so will I break this people and this city, as one 
breaketh a potter's vessel, that cannot be made 
whole again: and they shall bury them in 
Tophet, till there be no place to bury.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Tophet or Topheth (Biblical Hebrew:תֹּפֶת,I is a location in Jerusalem in the Valley of Hinnom (Gehenna), where worshipers engaged in a ritual involving "passing a child through the fire", most likely child sacrifice.



What other 
ACTIONS found in 

the Bible have 
become symbols?



Adultery 
Asleep
Astray (go)
Awake
Balance
Beheld or Beholding
Being Thirsty
Beloved
Beloved (My)
Bind
Bitter
Blasphemy
Bless or Blessed
Bow
Breach (Gap, Hole)
Breaking a jar
Broke(n)
Burning with Fire

Buy
Chittem
Comfort(er)
Daub (With 
Untempered Mortar)
Drink
Drunk(en)
Dry, Dried, Drieth
Eat(en)
Famine
Fear (God)
Folly (actions of a 
Fool)
Foolish
Fornication
Lead, Leadeth
Lie Down, Lain
Lifting of hands
Naked, Nakedness

Neck Hardened
Pained (to be 
delivered)
Pisseth Against The 
Wall
Poor
Reapers
Reproach (take away)
Rest
Righteousness
Secret
Shaking off dust
Shine
Shortened
Sitting in sackcloth & 
ashes
Sleep, Slept, Slumber
Smell (odor)
Snare

Sprinkle (water on)
Stand (up)
Straight (go), Strait
Strength
Swear(ing)
Tearing garmet
The cursing of a fig 
tree
Torment
Travail
Truth
Walk
Wash
Wise
Witness, Testify
Work
Wrath of God

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about these ACTIONS?



ANIMALS

What ANIMALS in the 
Bible have become 

symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name ANIMALS that are symbols?The animal I’m thinking of is the “bear”.  What does a bear symbolize in the Bible?



Bear
Wicked Ruler

Proverbs 28:15
15 As a roaring lion, and a 

ranging bear; so is a wicked 
ruler over the poor people.



What other 
ANIMALS found in 

the Bible have 
become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other ANIMAL symbols in the Bible can you name?



Babes & 
Sucklings
Bear
Beast(s)
Bee(s)
Bird(s)
Bullock (Fatted, 
Young Bull)
Dog(s)
Dove
Dove (silly)

Dragon
Eagle
Fish(es)
Flock
Four Beasts / 
Creatures
Fox
Frog(s)
Goats
Grasshopper(s)
Heifer

Horse(s)
Lamb
Lion
Lion (Roaring)
Lion (young)
Lion(s)
Locusts
Serpent
Sheep (flock)
Whale

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about these ANIMALS symbols?



BIBLICAL REFERENCES

What BIBLICAL 
REFERENCES in the 
Bible have become 

symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name BIBLICAL REFERENCES that are symbols?The BIBLICAL REFERENCE I’m thinking of is Ancient of Days”.  What does “Ancient of Days” symbolize in the Bible?



Ancient of Days
Yahovah

Daniel 7:9, 13, 22
9 I beheld till the thrones were cast 

down, and the Ancient of Days did sit, 
whose garment was white as snow, 

and the hair of his head like the pure 
wool: his throne was like the fiery 

flame, and his wheels as burning fire.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other BIBLICAL REFERENCE symbols in the Bible can you name?



What other Biblical 
References found 
in the Bible have 

become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other BIBLICAL REFERENCE symbols in the Bible can you name?



Aaron's Rod
Ancient of Days
Angel of the Lord
Angel(s)
Anoint (with oil)
Ark
Ark of Testimony
Balaam
Binding Satan
Blowing of the Wind
Breath (of the Almighty)
Bride (of Christ)
Brimstone
Cherubim
Covenant
Ephraim
Faithful Witness

False Prophet
Finger of God
Fishers of Men
Foundation (Rock)
Foundation (Sand, Earth)
Fruit of the Flesh
Fruit of the Spirit
God's arm or hand
God's ear
God's eyes
God's face
Heavens Opened
Hidden Manna.
Holy One of Israel
House of Israel
Jacob
Jezebel

King of Tyre
Lamb's Wife
Lord's Day
Melchizedek
Michael
Mystery (of God)
Omega
Roes (twins)
Second Death
Stones of Fire
Terrible, The
Testimony of Jesus
Voice of the Trumpet
Way, the
Wind (of Satan)
Word of God

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about these Biblical References?



HUMAN BODY

What HUMAN BODY 
references in the Bible 
have become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name HUMAN BODY REFERENCES that are symbols?The HUMAN BODY REFERENCE I’m thinking of is “Hair”.  What does “Hair” symbolize in the Bible?



Hair
Glory of Covering (righteous or 

unrighteous)
1 Corinthians 11:15; Daniel 7:9

15 But if a woman have long hair, it is a 
glory to her: for her hair is given her 

for a covering.



What other HUMAN 
BODY references 
found in the Bible 

have become 
symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other HUMAN BODY symbols in the Bible can you name?



Arm(s)
Barefoot
Barren (Childless)
Belly
Birth
Bite (with the Teeth)
Blind (Can't See Light)
Blood
Body
Bone(s)
Born
Breast / Bosom
Breasts (see also Milk)
Circumcised
Eye(s)

Face(s)
Feet
Fingers
Fist
Foot (be under the)
Foot (Put Under)
Foot (stamp with the)
Forehead
Hair
Hand(s)
Head(s)
Heart
Left (Hand)
Lips
Loins

Mouth
Right Hand (Arm)
Roof, Roof of Mouth
Seven Heads
Stiff Neck
Teeth
Teeth (Broken)
Tongue
Tooth (Teeth)
Travailing in Birth
Voice
Voice (of many waters)
Vomit
White Hair
Wound

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about these HUMAN BODY references?



CLOTHING

What CLOTHING 
references in the Bible 
have become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name CLOTHING references that are symbols?The CLOTHING reference I’m thinking of is “Sackcloth”.  What does “Sackcloth” symbolize in the Bible?



Sackcloth
Mourning, Sadness
Esther 4:3; Joel 1:8

3 And in every province, whithersoever 
the king's commandment and his 

decree came, there was great 
mourning among the Jews, and 

fasting, and weeping, and wailing; and 
many lay in sackcloth and ashes.



What other 
CLOTHING 

references found in 
the Bible have 

become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other CLOTHING symbols in the Bible can you name?



Apparel
Clothed
Garment
Girdle
Sackcloth

Linen 
New 
Garment 
(White)
Wool

Raiment
Robe
Silk
White 
Robes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about these CLOTHING references?



COLOR

What COLOR 
references in the Bible 
have become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name COLORS that are symbols?The COLOR reference I’m thinking of is “Green”.  What does “Green” symbolize in the Bible?



Green
Hope, Trust in the Lord, Alive or Living Spiritually

Jeremiah 17:7-8; Job 8:12-20; Psalm 52:8

7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and 
whose hope the Lord is. 8 For he shall be as a tree 
planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her 

roots by the river, and shall not see when heat 
cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not 

be careful in the year of drought, neither shall 
cease from yielding fruit.



What other COLOR 
references found in 

the Bible have 
become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other COLOR symbols in the Bible can you name?



Amber 
Black
Blue
Brown
Crimson 
(Red)

Fire 
(Amber/ 
Orange)
Green 
Orange
Purple 

Red 
Scarlet 
White
White 
Yellow
Apple

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about these COLOR references?



FOOD

What FOOD references 
in the Bible have 

become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name FOODS that are symbols?The FOOD reference I’m thinking of is “Corn”.  What does “Corn” symbolize in the Bible?



Corn
Word of God, Manna

Psalm 78:24; Deuteronomy 8:3
24 And had rained down manna 

upon them to eat, and had 
given them of the corn of 

heaven.



What other FOOD
references found in 

the Bible have 
become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other FOOD symbols in the Bible can you name?



Apple
Barley
Bread
Bread 
(Three 
Loaves)
Butter

Clusters 
(of the 
Vine)
Corn 
Grapes 
Harvest
Honey
Leaven

Manna
Meat
Milk
New Wine 
Salt
Wheat
Wine

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about these FOOD references?



METAL

What METAL references 
in the Bible have 

become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name METALS that are symbols?The METAL reference I’m thinking of is “Iron”.  What does “Iron” symbolize in the Bible?



Iron
Strong, Strength, Rome

Daniel 2:40-41; Jeremiah 15:12
40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: 

forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and 
subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all 

these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.
41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part 
of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall 
be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength 

of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron 
mixed with miry clay.



What other METAL 
references found in 

the Bible have 
become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other METAL symbols in the Bible can you name?



Brass 
(fine or 
refined)
Brass 
Bronze 

Brazen
Gold
Iron
Silver

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Practically every metal mentioned in the Bible has a symbolic meaning.Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about of these METAL references?



NUMBER

What NUMBER 
references in the Bible 
have become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:For most of you, number symbols should be pretty common.Can anyone name NUMBERS that are symbols?The NUMBER reference I’m thinking of is “Sevenfold”.  What does “Sevenfold” symbolize in the Bible?



Sevenfold
To Give All, Maximum Amount

Proverbs 6:31
31 But if he be found, he shall 

restore sevenfold; he shall 
give all the substance of 

his house.



What other NUMBER 
references found in 

the Bible have 
become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other NUMBER symbols in the Bible can you name?



666
1, One, First
10, Ten, Tenth
10th Part, Tenth Part
12, Twelve
2, Two, Second, Twain
24, Twentyfour, Twenty 
and Four
3, Three, Third
4, Four, Fourth
5, Five, Fifth

6, Six, Sixth
7, Seven, Seventh
70, Seventy
8, Eight, Eighth
9, Nine, Nineth
99, Ninetynine, Ninety and 
Nine
Seven Thousand
Sevenfold
Thousand (10 x 10 x 10)
Twenty Four (24) Elders

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about of these NUMBER references?



PERSON

What PERSON 
references in the Bible 
have become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name PERSON references that are symbols?The PERSON reference I’m thinking of is “Baby/Newborn”.  What does “Baby/Newborn” symbolize in the Bible?



Baby (Newborn)
New Christian (born again), 

Converted Person
1 Peter 2:2; John 3:3; 1 Peter 1:23

2 As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye 

may grow thereby:



What other 
PERSON 

references found in 
the Bible have 

become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other PERSON symbols in the Bible can you name?



Amon
Baby (Newborn)
Balak
Bridegroom
Children (of God)
Daughter(s)
Esau
Eunuch
Fool
Gentile
Husband
Husbandmen
Jew (Spiritual)

King(s)
Maiden
Man Child
Merchant(s)
Merchants
Nobles
Prince
Prophet
Queen
Seer
Servants
Woman

Shepherd (The 
Good)
Shepherds
Son (& Heir)
Staff
Stranger 
Thief
Two Witnesses
Virgin
Virgin Daughter
Watchmen
Whore
Wife

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about of these PERSON references?



PLACE

What PLACE 
references in the Bible 
have become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name PLACES that are symbols?The PLACE reference I’m thinking of is “East”.  What does “East” symbolize in the Bible?



EAST
Evil, Power of God

Exodus 10:13
13 And Moses stretched forth his rod 
over the land of Egypt, and the Lord 

brought an east wind upon the land all 
that day, and all that night; and when it 

was morning, the east wind brought 
the locusts.



What other PLACE 
references found in 

the Bible have 
become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other PLACE symbols in the Bible can you name?



Babylon
Carmel
City
East
Egypt
Egypt, Pharaoh
Field
Four Corners of 
Earth
Garden
Glorious Holy 
Mountain
Glorious Land
Hill(s)

Israel
Jerusalem, (Zion)
Jerusalem, New
Jordan
Land
Lebanon (Cedar)
Mount Zion (Sion)
Mountain(s)
Nations
Palace
Pasture (food for 
Sheep)
Pasture(s)
River

Sion (Zion)
Sodom
Streets of the Great 
City
Tabernacle
Tower
Tyre
Under
Vineyard
West
Wilderness
Winepress
Zion (Sion), Mount

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about these PLACE references?



NATURE

What NATURE
references in the Bible 
have become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name NATURE references that are symbols?The NATURE reference I’m thinking of is “Clay”.  What does “Clay” symbolize in the Bible?



CLAY (EARTH)
Man, Man's Ideas

Genesis 2:7
7 And the Lord God formed man of 

the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; 

and man became a living soul.



What other NATURE
references found in 

the Bible have 
become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other NATURE symbols in the Bible can you name?



Air
Clay (Earth)
Clouds
Coals of Fire
Dark(ness)
Darkened
Day (Light)
Day Star
Day(s)
Dayspring
Dew
Earthquake
Evening

Fat
Fire
Flame, Fire
Flood(s)
Hail
Light
Lightning
Lights
Midnight
Moon
Morning
Morning Star
Night

Night (Black, 
Darkness)
Pillar of fire
Rain
Rainbow
Rock
Rock
Sea
Shadow
Smoke
Snow
Spring
Star(s)

Sun
Thunder
Time
Troubled Sea
Twilight
Water
Waters
Waves
Week
Whirlwind
Wind(s)
Wormwood, Gail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about these NATURE references?



PLANT

What PLANT references 
in the Bible have 

become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name PLANTS that are symbols?The PLANT reference I’m thinking of is “Grass”.  What does “Grass” symbolize in the Bible?



GRASS
People

1 Peter 1:24; Isaiah 40:6-8
6 The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall 

I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the 
goodliness thereof is as the flower of the 

field:  7 The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth: because the spirit of the Lord bloweth

upon it: surely the people is grass.  8 The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the 

word of our God shall stand for ever.



What other PLANT
references found in 

the Bible have 
become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other PLANT symbols in the Bible can you name?



Briar(s)
Chaff
Flax
Flower
Fruit
Grass
Hemlock
Lily

Olive Trees
Reed (Broken)
Seed
Tares (Weeds)
Thorns, Briers
Tree(s)
Vine

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about these PLANT references?



THING

What THING references 
in the Bible have 

become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
End:Can anyone name THINGS that are symbols?The THING reference I’m thinking of is “Dry Bones”.  What does “Dry Bones” symbolize in the Bible?



Dry Bones
A symbol of spiritual death

Ezekiel 37:1-2, 11
1 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried 
me out in the spirit of the Lord, and set me down 
in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, 

2 And caused me to pass by them round about: 
and, behold, there were very many in the open 

valley; and, lo, they were very dry.
11 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these 

bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they 
say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: 

we are cut off for our parts.



What other THING 
references found in 

the Bible have 
become symbols?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:What other THING symbols in the Bible can you name?



Altar
Armour (Armor)
Arrow(s)
Banner
Bed
Bed (Image)
Book
Bottle(s)
Branch
Bridle
Candle)
Candlestick(s) 
Capstone
Chain(s)
Chariots
Cistern
Cord(s)
Couch
Crown(s)

Cup
Deep (Great)
Ditch (Deep)
Door
Dross
Dry bones
Eyesalve
Fountain (Living 
Waters)
Fountain 
(Troubled, dirty)
Frankincense
Frist Fruits
Gate(s)
Hammer
Harlot
Heir (& Son)
Horn(s)
House
Householder

Image
Incense (perfume)
Key (of David)
Keys
Lamp(s)
Mark
Marriage 
(Wedding)
Measuring Rod
Mortar
Myrrh (Oil)
Name
Net (Evil, Satan's)
Net (God's)
Oil
Oil (ointment)
Oven (Fiery)
Oven (Heated)
Path (Way)
Pearl(s)

Pit (Narrow)
Rags (Filthy)
Reins
Remnant
Rod
Rod 
Ruby(ies)
Sand
Sceptre
Seal
Seven 
Candlesticks
Seven Lamps
Ship(s)
Sickle
Signet Ring
Song
Spear, Bow, 
Chariot
Stairway

Stubble
Sword
Table
Tail
Throne
Trumpet (Ram's 
Horn)
Trumpet (singular)
Trumpet(s)
Trumpets 
(Multiple)
Trumpets (two)
Vessel
Wall
Web
Well
Wings

Presenter
Presentation Notes
END:Would anyone like to take a crack at identifying what the symbol is or asking questions about these THING references?



Bible symbols hold powerful 
meanings and enhance the 
understanding of Scripture. 

They provide deeper insights 
into spiritual truths and 

convey messages that go 
beyond literal interpretation.



Studying and deciphering 
biblical symbols allows for 

a more profound 
connection with God’s 

Word and a richer spiritual 
journey.



For a complete summary of all 500 
symbols click the link below:

Bible Symbols Table

https://messianic.carlbartell.com/pdf/BibleSymbolsTable.xlsx
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